
TEARS TELESCOPE

An indigenous boy holds a stone over an 
ancient astronomical device called ‘water 
mirror’. 
Photograph taken in Machu Picchu, Peru, 
by archaeologist Hiram Bingham, 1912.
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TEARS TELESCOPE
{PROCESS DOCUMENTATION} 

The invention of the telescope in the early 17th 
century radically transformed humanity’s im-
age of itself, its own place in the cosmos. 
From Galileo to us, optical telescopes con-
sist of two lenses. If one would attempt a 
simple definition of a telescope, it could be 
said that it is a device that dramatically ex-
tends the reach of the eye. 
The sophisticated astronomy practiced in 
the Andes had a different approach, ‘wa-
ter mirrors’ allowed these ancient scientists 
to study the stars by looking downwards to 
their reflection. 

‘Tears Telescope’ aims to intertwine these 
two distinctive astronomical approaches 
(Western and Andean) by making a tele-
scope that replaces regular glass lenses by 
droplets. The two images above show the 
original layout for the experiment. 
Lastly, the artist decided to use liquid pro-
duced by the eyes themselves rather than 
water, hence teardrops were used as the fi-
nal lenses.
A photograph of the moon, magnified by 
this tears telescope, was finally taken.



TEARS TELESCOPE
{VIDEO STILL} 



TEARS TELESCOPE
{PHOTOGRAPH, THE MOON 

MAGNIFIED BY TWO TEARDROPS} 



TEARS TELESCOPE
Two tears used as a telescope.
Video on customized screen, uv-print on glass, all held by a metal structure. 
31x31x37cm
2019 



click here to
WATCH VIDEO

[on vimeo]

https://vimeo.com/342595186

